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SUMMER CAMP

Now is the time to plan for your
teen’s special-something summer.
From outdoor adventure to interna-
tional travel to community service,
here are some of the best programs.

Instead of jobs at the mall and weekends at the pool, teens are taking on the world

in summer adventures like this construction project in Costa Rica.
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hoebe Randel was struggling. Twice she failed

to scale the cliff with the other teens in her

backpacking group. “I was so upset with my-

self,” the Connecticut high school freshman

says of that summer day in California’s Kings
Canyon National Park. “Everyone was encouraging me. I
tried one more time, and I made it. That trip showed me
how much more I can do.”

This summer, tens of thousands of parents will send
their teenagers off in hopes that they, too, will discover
something important about themselves and the world while
sailing in the Caribbean, living with a French family, build-
ing houses for the poor, or studying on a university campus.

Parents pay as much as $7,000 for these experiences,
though many programs offer substantial financial aid. “It’s
not all rich kids. Kids save for three years to go,” says Chris
Yager, who oversees expensive programs to Asia. “Parents
might have a beat-up car in the driveway, but this is what
they want to spend their money on.”

More parents than ever are eagerly signing their teens up
for programs, according to Susan Greenberg, who edits the
1,800-page annual guide, Peterson’s Summer Opportunities
for Kids and Teenagers. The book and its Web site (www.
petersons.com) list more than 2,500 different programs —
three times as many as a decade ago.

There are nearly 15 million high schoolers, according
to the U.S. Department of Education. Working parents
are no longer comfortable leaving teens to their own de-
vices, but camp won't cut it for a generation enrolled in
organized summer programs since preschool. “I wanted
the summer to be about self-discovery, becoming a
leader, and having a good time,” explains Sadie Phillips,
a Los Angeles high school senior who spent last summer
doing community service in Israel.

No trip or experience is guaranteed to be a rousing
success, however. Phillips, for one, was disappointed
in her program’s staff and organization, TURN To PAGE 83

BY EILEEN OGINTZ THE AUTHOR OF THE SYNDICATED COLUMN “TAKING
THE KIDS" AND FIVE BODKS ON FAMILY TRAVEL, OGINTZ IS ALSO THE MOTHER OF THREE,
INCLUDING TWO TEENAGERS.
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Is it possible for a serious, well-educated

and esteemed professional to

become giddy over a new electronic device?

Intreducing the 5-3000.

The most advanced digital recorder ever,

With up to 22 hours of erystal-clesr digital recording on

refmovable SmartMedia’ the ability to send recordings quickly

and easily| o transcription services via e-mail, and nurnerous

ather lepiures designed to make your e easer, The DS-30K0

is definitely worth getting excited abaut. Mow wipe that silly

smile off your face, and contact us for maore infarmation
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